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CARDINAL AMBROZIC CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY- PRAYER SERVICE

JANUARY 18, 2010- PERIOD 1, DAY 2, 10A.M.
Welcome & Introduction- Mr. Minardi/ Jessy Kaur & Dillon Vincent Churchill
(D) Good morning.  Today we come together to remember and celebrate the life of Martin Luther King Jr.  We also remember and celebrate the many people, images, and events that promote justice and peace throughout the world.  

(J) We live in a very complex world, with incredible information and the daily media continuously bombarding us with various stories and images, and at the best of times we are left wondering why so much injustice and tragedy reigns.  At the same time, we trust and believe in a God of justice, peace and love, and by remembering the lives of so many people, especially on this anniversary date of Martin Luther King Jr., we do so joyfully and with gratitude for the many words and actions that they have provided and continue to provide in our local communities and throughout the world.  Let us stand firm in our hope that love and justice reigns no matter what the obstacle or circumstance.  
(D) Martin Luther King, Jr. was born as Michael Luther King, Jr., but later had his name changed to Martin. He attended segregated public schools in Georgia, graduating from high school at the age of fifteen; he received a Bachelor of Arts  degree in 1948 from Morehouse College, a distinguished Negro institution of Atlanta from which both his father and grandfather had graduated. He later enrolled at Boston University and received a doctorate degree in theology in 1955. 
(J) In 1954, Martin Luther King Jr. became pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama. Always a strong worker for civil rights for members of his race, King was, by this time, a member of the executive committee of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the leading organization of its kind in the nation. He was ready, then, early in December, 1955, to accept the leadership of the first great Negro nonviolent demonstration of contemporary times in the United States, the bus boycott, which lasted 382 days. On December 21, 1956, after the Supreme Court of the United States had declared unconstitutional the laws requiring segregation on buses, Negroes and whites rode the buses as equals. During these days of boycott, King was arrested, his home was bombed, he was subjected to personal abuse, but at the same time he emerged as a Negro leader of the first rank.
(D) Martin Luther King Jr. had many influences that further empowered him in his works of justice.  Civil rights leader, theologian, and educator Howard Thurman was an early influence on King Jr.  Thurman's missionary work had taken him abroad where he had met and conferred with Mahatma Gandhi.  Inspired by Gandhi's success with non-violent activism, King Jr. visited the Gandhi family in India in 1959.  The trip to India affected King in a profound way, deepening his understanding of non-violent resistance and his commitment to America's struggle for civil rights. In a radio address made during his final evening in India, King reflected, "Since being in India, I am more convinced than ever before that the method of nonviolent resistance is the most potent weapon available to oppressed people in their struggle for justice and human dignity.  Finally, African American civil rights activist Bayard Rustin, who had studied Gandhi's teachings, counseled King to dedicate himself to the principles of non-violence, served as King's main advisor and mentor throughout his early activism, and was the main organizer of the 1963 March on Washington.  
(D) During his life, Martin Luther King Jr. traveled over six million miles and spoke over twenty-five hundred times, appearing wherever there was injustice, protest, and action; and meanwhile he wrote five books as well as numerous articles. 
(J) At the age of thirty-five, Martin Luther King, Jr., was the youngest man to have received the Nobel Peace Prize. When notified of his selection, he announced that he would turn over the prize money of $54,123 to the cause of the civil rights movement.

(D) On the evening of April 4, 1968, while standing on the balcony of his motel room in Memphis, Tennessee, where he was to lead a protest march in sympathy with striking garbage workers of that city, he was assassinated.

Opening Hymn- School choir 
Opening Prayer- Keanu Elliot 
Let us pray, 

Lord Jesus, I give you my hands to do your work. I give you my feet to go your way. I give you my tongue to speak your words. I give you my mind that you may think in me. I give you my spirit that you may pray in me. Above all, I give you my heart that you may love in me your Father and all humankind. I give you my whole self that you may grow in me, so that it is you, Lord Jesus, who live and work and pray in me.  Amen.  
Reading- Richmond Nketiah
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.  
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness on them light has shined.  You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.  For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

“I Have A Dream” 
Reader #1- Trae Murray
I say to you today, my friends, that in spite of the difficulties and frustrations of the moment, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal."

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at a table of brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a desert state, sweltering with the heat of injustice and oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.

I have a dream that my four children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.

I have a dream today.

Reader #2- Michael Anderson
I have a dream that one day the state of Alabama, whose governor's lips are presently dripping with the words of interposition and nullification, will be transformed into a situation where little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls and walk together as sisters and brothers.

I have a dream today.

Reader #3- Daniel Sahadeo
I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.

Reader #4- Demaro Cowley
This is our hope. This is the faith with which I return to the South. With this faith we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day.

When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, "Free at last! free at last! thank God Almighty, we are free at last!"

What A Wonderful World- School choir
Let us pray, 

Good and Gracious God, Teacher of all peoples, Bless and guide those of us who seek to educate others about your good news of justice and peace.

Guide us in our work, as we reach out to shape hearts and minds. 

Walk with us as we deal with complex issues; help us to find the right words and actions to communicate your love for all members of the global family.

Support us as we promote critical reflections on local, national and international issues. Renew our commitment, so we can spark courage and empower others to confront injustice.

Allow our vision of a better world to transform spirits. Help us to nurture the skills that will bring this vision to reality. 

Remind us how blessed we are to have this call to proclaim justice and peace and to be able to respond even in small ways.

Give us patience and perseverance in our work. Grace us with fellowship and community. Help us to remember that you are our rest and refreshment. 

Amen.

Prayers of the Faithful- Arnelle Osei
The response is: Lord, hear our prayer.  

1. For the world in which we live, that fulfillment, light and peace, may be the common place of belonging for all of God’s children; let us pray to the Lord.  

2. That death should hold no fear or terror for humankind, and that all dreams upon this earth be realized and fulfilled, let us pray to the Lord.  

3. As Christ suffered and died, so shall we, and so shall we love.  And as Christ rose to oneness divine, so shall we, and so shall all we love, let us pray to the Lord.  

4. That the emptiness of our lives may gradually be filled by the love we know from others and from Christ, let us pray to the Lord.  

5. That the power of the resurrection, may transform mortality into unending life, let us pray to the Lord.  

6. For all the men, women and children who have died in the search for justice and peace, and all who face hate and violence, that they may share with your saints the joy, light, and peace of your presence here on earth and in your glory, let us pray to the Lord.  

Now, in obedience to Christ, our light, let us join in prayer to the Father, making 

us the people of light, in the praying of the Our Father.  

Closing Prayer- Deanna Oanes
Let us pray, 

Grant us, Lord God, a vision of your world as your love would have it: 

· a world where the weak are protected, and none go hungry or poor; 

· a world where the riches of creation are shared, and everyone can enjoy them; 

· a world where different races and cultures live in harmony and mutual respect; 

· a world where peace is built with justice, and justice is guided by love. 

O God,
Open our eyes that we may see the needs of others; 
Open our ears that we may hear their cries; 
Open our hearts that we may feel their anguish and their joy.
Let us not be afraid to defend the oppressed, the poor, the powerless, because of the anger and might of the powerful. 
Show us where love and hope and faith are needed, and use us to bring them to those places. 
Open our ears and eyes, our hearts and lives that we may in these coming days be able to do some work of justice and peace for you.
Amen.
Video presentation- The Beatitudes 
Concluding Remarks- Brittany Allison 
I would like to conclude the assembly with the following question: “Where do we go from here? 

With the blessing of our true and loving Father, we are able to live in a free and democratic country and have the ability to live and play as one, without any prejudice or discrimination.  We must always keep with us the message of Martin Luther King Jr. The lived reality that we are all equal in the eyes of God and possess dignity and respect. 
Today, as one united community in faith, we must stand for justice and to always walk ahead in faith and never turn back.  Today we honor all people who promote justice and peace.  We especially honor Martin Luther King Jr. a man who has further made the reality of freedom of speech and the search for truth.    
