	LANGUAGE ARTS: Sixth Grade 2011-2012 Syllabus

NYOS Charter School

Ms. Holton

DISCLAIMER:  The following syllabus is subject to change.  A variety of factors, including our focus on individual student needs, necessitates flexibility.  

Course Description:

Language Arts is a student-centered whole language-based program that is fully aligned with the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR)..  Students will combine reading, writing, listening, and speaking experiences toward the goal of becoming capable lifelong readers, writers, and critical thinkers.  Students will read and respond to a variety of genres from various cultures and time periods.  They will sharpen their reading of both fictional and expository text. They will sharpen their writing skills, focusing on specific strategies for clarity, richness, and purpose.  They will learn to analyze the author’s craft, and apply their understanding in their own writing.  

Course Objectives:

The student will be able to:

· Respond in depth to text, questioning, interpreting, making predictions, and making connections to the world, other texts, and their own experience. 

· Conduct effective investigations.

· Summarize and synthesize expository content; take notes effectively.

· Share literature with other readers to enhance and deepen the reading experience.  

· Utilize a variety of reading strategies- word recognition, establishing context, self monitoring, creating imagery, drawing inferences, etc. to enhance comprehension. 

· Listen actively and purposefully.

· Write with voice, clarity, purpose, and organization, utilizing writing conventions.

· Create effective multimedia presentations to share learning with others.

· Present learning and share reading orally. 

Selected Texts:

· Lightning Thief, by Rick Riordan

· City of Ember, by Jeanne Duprau

· The works of Edgar Allan Poe

· Short stories, including selections from Ursula LeGuin, Philip K. Dick, Ray Bradbury, and Isaac Asimov, and others.

· Selections from Grapes of Wrath, Romeo and Juliet
· The poetry of Robert Frost, William Shakespeare, Carl Sandburg, Dr. Seuss, e e cummings, Emily Dickenson, 
· Student-selected novels (reading list for Literature Circles is posted online under parent resources.)


	Sixth Grade Language Arts

POTENTIAL: What If…?

	FIRST QUARTER 
Course introduction
· Theme: What if...? - Danny MacAskill
· Metacognition 
· reading and writing process

· auto-didacticism and inquiry: What do you want to know? 
· writing sample: student interview 
· set up binders

· course overview

Literature Circle Process:

Summer reading project

· expectations for behavior and actions 
· summary, story structure
· purpose of stories
Journaling
· book arts/ speaker(s) 
· make journals/fluency tests
· writing process, peer editing, 
· rubric, critique
Grammar Focus: 

· affixes that determine word meaning

· parts of speech

Reading in Content Areas

· Note-taking

· Summarizing

· main idea; critical/supporting details

Literature Circle # 1/ Lit. study City of Ember/ reading routines/dial. journals  organization  
· summarizing

· essay
· dystopia/ speculative fiction
· Text connections/accessing prior knowledge
· Questioning and making predictions
· Inferences, drawing conclusions
· Denotation/context: making meaning 

· Reflecting

Root Word Study # 1 
(process): accessing prior knowledge, 
gen, dia, bio, graph, not

	SECOND QUARTER 
Journal Writing

writing focus: varies
Literature Circle # 2: Narrative Structure
· Dialectical Journals process with Read
· Story Structure

· Conflict and resolution
· Characterization 
· dialect and dialog

Literary Response
· concise summary, essay

· Bloom’s taxonomy

· sentence structure

· describe, analyze, interpret, judge.

· literary analysis: form

Root Word Study # 2 

ology, auto, meter, ques/quir, cred
Author Study 
· Edgar Allen Poe: The Pit and The Pendulum; The Raven
· Biography: reading expository text: summarizing and main idea

Grammar Focus:

· Yellow Pages; conventions; Write Source

· personalized editing checklist

· Capitalization

Research and Inquiry: 
· multimedia presentation (project)
· informational essay
· TED Talks/ Cameron Sinclair

· procedural text
· social problems and solutions: cross curricular tie with World Cultures
· self-directed learning; writing questions
· research plan
· Writing Centers: grammar
· gathering sources, recording data, citation, summarize/paraphrase/quote
· synthesizing, organizing, presenting


	THIRD QUARTER 
Journal Writing

writing focus: varies
Literature Study 
· Lightning Thief
· movie compare and contrast essay 
· Greek mythology, allusion
Literature Study: Ghost of Tom Joad
· allusion: literary (Grapes of Wrath), Biblical
· annotation for connotation

· symbolism

· tone and voice

· historical context reading expository text: annotation for denotation
Literature Circle # 3 Authorship

· Connotation and tone
· POV/details

· author’s purpose

· Theme vs. main idea
Grammar Focus: 

· Homonyms, commonly misspelled words

Imaginative Story 

· stylistic elements
· speculative fiction

· plot, setting, dialog, sensory details
· Writing Process

· Foreign words and phrases

· Intro to Six Traits idea
Root Word Study # 3
crit, nym, form, vis, text
Persuasive Essay

· World Cultures cross-curricular tie

· Organization: persuasive form

· writing conventions
· active vs. passive voice
Drama/media literacy

· Form/ visual techniques
· essay: written response 

· compare and contrast: Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, Baz Luhrman’s Romeo + Juliet: Balcony Scene

	FOURTH QUARTER 
Journal Writing

writing focus: varies
TAKS reading prep 
· skills review 
· test-taking strategies 
Literature Circle # 4 Word Choice
· Imagery/sensory language

· Figurative language

· Word Choice/diction
· Mood
Reading: procedural mode

· recipe from around the world 

· evaluating text/text features
Figurative Language 

· simile and metaphor
· analogy

· idiom
· personification

· onomatopoeia
Reading/writing Poetry
· sensory words/specific details
· personification, hyperbole, refrain
· figurative language, metaphor
· graphic elements
Grammar Focus: 

· compound and complex sentences

· comma use 

· Bicycles and Baskets (dependent and independent clauses)

Reading: persuasive mode/media literacy
· Reasoning/faulty reasoning
· Compare/contrast two authors
· Critical thinking
· Techniques to influence emotion

· Advertising ploys 

Root Word Study # 4
org, vert, ject, junct, duct

Reading: Literary nonfiction: personal narrative, memoir, and autobiography
· oral presentation: presentation
· characterization

· memorization techniques




