Your Teacher Pages account has a Message Board option. After some exploration I would say that there may be some other effective tools (blogger) or PBWiki that better accomplish the goal of online conversations. However, having all your “stuff” in one web space is a real benefit.  With the teacher pages message board, students don’t need to set up a profile or account to post and you as the teacher get total editing privileges. (read: you can delete inappropriate posts)Also, if you do use a message board/blog, please remind your students of the rules of the message board. Here is an example set of message board rules.  Also to get quality posts out of your students, here is a message board rubric that the English department created.

To get your message board going (make sure it is active on your page) and go to “Add Message Board”
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Title the message board.  Ex: Chumbley’s Thought Center!

(non-bold items are optional)
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Your message board name will serve as the starting point for your topics and
discussions. Once you've added it here, you will then add categories and finally
topics from which visitors will be able to discuss with you.
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There are two ways to label what is being messaged about. One is “Category” and the other is “topic”.  You may want to make the categories reflect your classes. Ex. “English Period 1”   OR   you can create multiple message boards with many categories and topics. Perhaps each class has its own message board.   Just keep things clear and obvious so students know where to post. 
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You can choose the same topic for each category, so that your message boards are sorted by classes. 
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After creating a category you can add the topic. Ex. “ Do you think Romeo an Juliet were really in love?  What, in your opinion, is true love?”  Notice that I have chosen the option that I approve all messages before they are posted. 
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This is the view the students will see.  They can reply to the original message or to other replies.
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When a student replies they will see this screen- They need to fill in the items in the green circle. They can ignore the stuff I have “x” out in red, unless they want to include weblinks or websites. 
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When you are logged in to your site as an editor  you will see this screen to approve messages. You can also click on “edit” and edit the message before you approve it.. Once the reply is approved it will appear live on the site. (you always have the option to remove posts at any time)
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Go to my message board and practice~  post some messages on my message board!

http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/MChumbley/messageboard_messages.cfm?BoardID=6643&CatID=12514&TopicID=16790&r=0.311630669516
