Time Line Project
February 3, 2012
Dear Second Graders and Families,

We are looking forward to seeing all the incredible time lines you will be creating.  The purpose of this assignment is to learn how to sequence dates and events in the form of a time line.  It is also a wonderful opportunity for us to learn about each other and to showcase some of the exciting events that have occurred in your life.  Please keep in mind that you should only include events in your life that you and your family wish to share with others.

You may take two different approaches in designing your time line.  One way is to have each card represent a different year in your life and display one event from that year on the card.  The other way is to choose eight exciting events from your life.  You will simply put them in the order they occurred – for example, several events all in one year and then skipping several years to another group of events all in one year.  All cards must be placed in chronological order and taped together (in order by date, earliest first.)
A checklist has been provided for you and your family to use in order to make the time line your best quality work.  Use the checklist as your guide when you write your cards.  Have a parent complete and sign the checklist after you are finished.  Return the time line and checklist in the sealed baggie.  Projects are due on February 23rd, but may be turned in earlier.

We think you will have fun making your time line.  Many families have fun going through memories and pictures together when creating the time lines.  Please see the pictures that show examples of projects emailed to you and on our website to see time lines from recent years.  This would be beneficial in order to get a visual.  We are all looking forward to learning more about you!
Happy Creating,

Second Grade Teachers
Second Grade Homework Project:

Index Card Personal Time Line

Date of Assignment: February 3, 2012 –February 23, 2012
You will create your own personal time line by noting important events in your life.  The events will be in chronological order, in order by the time they happened.

Every time line must have a decorated title card with your name on it and eight cards for events, nine in all.  You may take two different approaches in designing your time line.  One way is to have each card represent a different year in your life and display one event from that year on the card.  If you do one card for each year, then you must write the year on the top right hand corner of each card.  The other way is to choose eight exciting events from your life.  You will simply put them in the ordered they occurred – for example, several events all in one year and then skipping several years to another group of events all in one year.  If you have more than one date in a year, all the cards must have the month, date, and year in the top right hand corner, for example January 23, 2002.  All cards must be taped in chronological order (in order by date, earliest first.) 
Details:

Using the cards horizontally (         ) on the unlined side, clearly write the date in the top right hand corner.  If all cards are different years, only the year is needed.  If you have more than one card for the same year, write the name of the month, date and year, for example – February 7, 2001.

On the right half of the card, write about the important event.  You need to write 2 or 3 sentences.  On the left side, you need an illustration of the event.  You may use photographs, drawings, pictures from magazines, etc. to make the cards more interesting.

Examples:

2000 – I was born at Richardson Regional Hospital.  Mom and Dad were glad to see me, but my big brother says I cried a lot.

2001 – We moved to the house where we still live today.  At first I shared a room with my brother, but later we added an addition and each got our own room.

OR
September 20, 2004 – I started preschool.  You can tell by my face in the picture that I was really excited.  I thought I was cool because I got my first backpack.

July 4, 2005 – These are all 8 of my cousins!  We had a big family reunion picnic for the Fourth of July.  My sister had lost her front tooth and that’s why she won the seed-spitting contest.

November 12, 2005 – We won our soccer tournament!  We were the league champions.  I made the first goal!

Tape your cards together.  First make sure they are all in order.  Then place three small strips of tape perpendicular to the card as hinges.  Place the tape on the back of the first card with the sticky side up.  Then place a second card on the tape leaving a small space between.  You will want to make sure that there is not any curve developing from unequal spacing.  Please look at the pictures attached to the email and on our website to see how they are taped together.
Reminders

· Each card is to show only one event.

· Any pictures on the cards will be attached.  You may use photographs, or scans of pictures, magazine illustrations, and computer images.  Pictures may be drawn using crayons, colored pencils, or whatever you choose.  ASK YOUR FAMILY before you remove any photographs from an album or cut up a photo.  They may want to copy the photo to use on your time line and use the original at home.

· Neatness is important!  Write and draw in pencil first, then go over any writing or sketches with a skinny black marker.  Since you are using the unlined side, use a ruler and a pencil to lightly draw lines to write on.  After you have gone over the writing with a marker and the marker dried, you can gently erase the lines.  If you need more cards, just ask.  Please use only the 4x6 cards provided!
· Tape the cards together in order.  Make sure they are straight when taping.
NOTES TO PARENTS:

Please assist your child in producing a quality product.  We would like for this project to be handwritten by the student.  The checklist in the baggie will serve as a guide in following format.  Please check the cards for spelling and punctuation.  When the project is done, parents are asked to fill out the checklist in the baggie with the cards and return it with the completed time line cards to school in the sealed baggie.  So that any questions can be anticipated early, parents are asked to sign and return the Parent Signature form.  Please save the rest of this memo for reference.

This project is due February 23rd, but don’t leave it until the last minute or rush through it in one sitting.  DO YOUR BEST!  Projects may be turned in early.

Have fun!

Second Grade Teachers

Parent Signature Form

I am aware of my child’s time line assignment.  We have discussed the project and know that it is due _______________________________________.

Parent Signature: ________________________________

Child’s Name: ___________________________________

Please return this paper signed before February 9th.  Thanks!

